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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
states and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 9, 11-15, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bonta et la the U.S. Pub. No.: 2001/0055969, hereinafter referred to as Bonta. 

Regarding claim 1; Bonta teaches a method of cell switching by system equipment of a 
wireless communication system, the method comprising the step of: 
determining, by the system equipment, whether received information is coded information 
indicating a mobile's intent to switch from a serving system equipment [see paragraph 0022, 
Fig, 7, item ''BTS 311 " means a serving system equipment] to a particular target system 
equipment [see paragraph 0022, Fig, 1, item "BTS 312 " means a particular target system 
equipment] identified by the received information that contains chaimel measurement update 
information for the serving system equipment [see paragraph 0022, and 0029]. 
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Regarding claim 2. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 where the information is received 
over a reverse link signaling channel of a cell in which the system equipment is located [see 
paragraph 0022, lines 14-20 as " For example, as mobile unit 330 is moving toward coverage area 
322 from 32], a soft handoff procedure would enable both BTS 31 J and BTS 312 to transmit forward link 
communication signals 361 and 362, respectively, to mobile unit 330, and BTS 311 and 312 could receive 
reverse link communication signals 371 and 372, respectively, from mobile unit 330**]. 

Regarding claim 3. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
confirming [see paragraph 0022, ''Once mobile unit 330 receives the handoff direction message, it 
will return a handoff complete message back to BSC 351 " means confirming] that the received 
information is coded information [see paragraphs 0022, and 0034]; and 
transmitting, upon confirmation of the coded information, an acknowledgement signal to the 
mobile when the system equipment is currently serving the mobile [see paragraph 0022, lines 3- 
36], or 

when the system equipment is a target system equipment, serving the mobile in accordance with 
a protocol being followed by the communication system thus allowing the mobile, the serving 
system equipment and the target system equipment to complete the cell switching [see 
paragraphs 0022, and 0030]. 

Regarding claim 4. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 where the coded information is a 
signal to which a spreading code is applied [see paragraphs 0015, or 0022] which signal 
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contains formatted information having channel measurement adjustment information for the 
serving system equipment where either the spreading code [see paragraph 0013, 0022] or 
at least a portion of the formatted information identifies the particular target system equipment 

[see paragraph 0013, 0022], 

Regarding claim 5. Bonta teaches the method of claim 4 where the spreading code [see 
paragraphs 0015, or 0022] is a null code [see paragraph 31, "In the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention the mobile that continued to received bad frames for a predefined period would 
automatically switch to the next Walsh code reserved for that cell. In an alternate embodiment, a hashing 
algorithm based on the mobile's ESN is used to select a Walsh code. In yet another embodiment, the 
mobile receives an indication from the rescue cell that the rescue cell is transmitting to the mobile's own 
identity or the mobile's call identity using this Walsh code " means spreading code is a null code, as 
applicant defined at paragraph 28, "'The null code is another type of spreading 
code that is defined by the communication system to indicate that the 
frame is a switching frame''/ 

Regarding claim 7. Bonta teaches the method of claim 4 where the spreading code is a 
cover code ["see paragraph 22, "and communication signal 372 would be transmitted on the reverse 
link to BTS 312 from mobile 330. " means a cover code as applicant defined at paragraph 11, 
"Further, when a mobile wishes to transmit information to a specific 
base station, it codes the information with a spreading code called a 
cover code that specifically identifies that base station"7. 
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Regarding claim 9. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 where the coded information is a 
signal containing formatted information that identify the particular target system equipment and 
said formatted information also contains channel measurement adjustment information for the 
serving system equipment [see paragraphs 0022, and 0030]. 

Regarding claim 11. Bonta teaches a method of cell switching by mobile equipment of a 
wireless communication system, the method comprising the step of: 
transmitting, by the mobile [see paragraph 0022, Fig. 7, item "mobile unit 330" means the 
mobile], coded information that indicate the mobile's intent to switch from its serving system 
equipment [see paragraph 0022, Fig. 1, item "BTS 311 " means a serving system equipment] to 
a target system equipment [see paragraph 0022, Fig. 1, item ''BTS 312 " means a particular 
target system equipment] identified by the coded information that contains channel measurement 
adjustment information for the serving system equipment [see paragraph 0022, and 0029]. 

Regarding claim 12. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 1 where the information is transmitted 
over a reverse link signaling channel of a cell in which the system equipment is located [see 
paragraph 0022, lines 14-20 as " For example, as mobile unit 330 is moving toward coverage area 
322 from 321, a soft handqff procedure would enable both BTS 31 1 and BTS 312 to transmit forward link 
communication signals 361 and 362, respectively, to mobile unit 330, and BTS 311 and 312 could receive 
reverse link communication signals 371 and 372, respectively, from mobile unit 330']. 
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Regarding claim 13. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 1 further comprising the steps of: 
waiting for an acknowledgement signal from the serving system equipment [see paragraph 
0035J; and 

completing the cell switching with the serving system equipment and the target system 
equipment [see paragraph 0022, "This will complete the process of establishing a soft handqff 
between mobile unit 330 andBTS 311 andBTS 312 " means completing the cell switching with the 
serving system equipment and the target system equipment]. 

Regarding claim 14. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 1 where the coded information is 
a signal to which a spreading code is applied [see paragraphs 0015, or 0022] which signal 
contains formatted information having channel measurement adjustment information for the 
serving system equipment where either the spreading code [see paragraph 0013, 0022] or 
at least a portion of the formatted information identifies the particular target system equipment 
[see paragraph 0013, 0022]. 

Regarding claim 15. Bonta teaches the method of claim 14 where the spreading code is a 
null code [see paragraph 31, "In the preferred embodiment of the present invention the mobile that 
continued to received bad frames for a predefined period would automatically switch to the next Walsh 
code reserved for that cell In an alternate embodiment, a hashing algorithm based on the mobile's ESN is 
used to select a Walsh code. In yet another embodiment, the mobile receives an indication from the rescue 
cell that the rescue cell is transmitting to the mobile's own identity or the mobile's call identity using this 
Walsh code means spreading code is a null code, as applicant defined at paragraph 28, The 
null code is another type of spreading code that is defined by the 
communication system to indicate that the frame is a switching frame"/ 
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Regarding claim 17. Bonta teaches the method of claim 14 where the spreading code is a 
cover code [''see paragraph 22, ''and communication signal 372 would be transmitted on the reverse 
link to BTS 312 from mobile 330. " means a cover code as applicant defined at paragraph 11, 
"Further^ when a mobile wishes to transmit information to a specific 
base station, it codes the information with a spreading code called a 
cover code that specifically identifies that base station^'J. 

Regarding claim 19. Bonta teaches the method of claim 1 1 where the coded information is 
a signal containing formatted information that identify the particular target system equipment 
and said fomiatted information also contains channel measurement adjustment information for 
the serving system equipment [see paragraphs 0022, and 0030], 

Allowable Subject Matter 
3. Claims 6, 8, 10, 16, 18, and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewrite in independent form including all of the limitation of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Contact Information 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-8563. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wellington Chin can be reached on 571-272-3 134. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Respectfully submitted, A /7/^ 
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